From: Larson, Darrin

To: Martin, John; Loesel. Matthew
Subject: FW: EPA Statement on Expected Fire at Arkema Facility in Crosby, Texas
Date: Friday, September 1, 2017 8:27:48 PM

Darrin Larson

Public Information Officer — TS/Hurricane Harvey Response
U.S. EPA Region 6

Office: 214-665-7115

Mobile: 972-467-5509

From: Durant, Jennah

Sent: Friday, September 01, 2017 8:22 PM

To: Larson, Darrin <Larson.Darrin@epa.gov>; Taheri, Diane <Taheri.Diane@epa.gov>; White, Terri-A
<White.Terri-A@epa.gov>

Cc: Vela, Austin <Vela.Austin@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: EPA Statement on Expected Fire at Arkema Facility in Crosby, Texas

From: US EPA [mailto:durant.jennah@epa.gov]

Sent: Friday, September 01, 2017 7:56 PM

To: Durant, Jennah <Durant.Jennah@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Statement on Expected Fire at Arkema Facility in Crosby, Texas

EPA Statement on Expected Fire at Arkema Facility in Crosby, Texas

CONTACT: press@epa.gov

EPA Statement on Expected Fire at
Arkema Facility in Crosby, Texas

WASHINGTON (September 12017) —EPA Statement on Expected Fire at Arkema Facility in Crosby, Texas

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released the following statement regarding an additional
chemical fire at the Arkema facility in Crosby, Texas this evening:

"An EPA emergency response surveillance aircraft just flew through the fire at the Arkema plant in Crosby,
Texas. The aircraft is monitoring for any airborne toxic chemical. Imagery reviewed in the aircraft clearly
shows a strong fire that is west of the building that burned yesterday. Preliminary analysis of data is
showing that although the fire has extreme intensity generating smoke, no high levels of toxic chemical
have been detected

Everyone in the area should follow the safety instruction of local authorities, specifically staying out of the
evacuation zone, and avoiding smoke and flood waters.”
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Additional background:

It is the understanding of personnel on the ground that the remaining trailers holding chemicals at Arkema’s
facility in Crosby, Texas are at risk of catching fire over the next few days. The refrigeration units have
been compromised due to the massive flooding and therefore we expect these containers to catch fire
similar to the way the first trailer did.

First responders are outside the evacuation zone, but in remain the area, for quick response to ensure the
safety of the community around the facility. After assessing the situation, local, state and federal response
managers concluded that the safest course of action was to allow the remaining containers to catch fire,
rather than try to send people to move them or put firefighters and first responders directly in harm’s way.

We continue to monitor smoke and air quality; the potential for additional fires in the area; and, have aerial
assets ready to be deployed, as needed.

As with all smoke, people can limit the potential for adverse health effects by limiting their exposure. This
includes staying indoors with doors and windows closed and running the air conditioning (if possible) with
the fresh intake closed. If it is absolutely necessary to be outdoors, try to move out of the plume of smoke
and minimize heavy work, exercise, or children’s playtime.

On Wednesday. the first of nine refrigerated trailers of organic peroxide caught fire at the Arkema facility
in Crosby, Texas. Following this fire, EPA sent aerial surveillance aircraft to test resulting smoke and did
ground-level air quality monitoring. EPA’s plane instrumentation is capable of measuring 78 different
chemicals, including peroxides. Neither testing methods found toxic concentration levels in areas away from
the evacuated facility.

Local officials are maintaining a 1.5-mile area of evacuation to assure that the public is protected. Air
monitoring has confirmed that this is sufficient based on current conditions and anticipated events.

EPA and TCEQ are providing direct support to Michael Sims, Incident Commander, Crosby Volunteer Fire
Department and Chief Bob Royall, of the Harris County Fire Marshal’s Office who are leading a coordinated
local, state and federal effort as part of the Unified Command to control the fire at the Arkema facility in
Croshy, Texas.

The latest information on Crosby, Texas

http://www.arkema-americas.com/en/social-responsibility/incident-page-2/

I.E_

If you would rather not receive future communications from Environmental Protection Agency, let us know by clicking here.
Environmental Protection Agency, Fountain Place 12th Floor, Suite 1200 1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, TX 75202-2733 United
States
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